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Assessments are Complete!

We have finally finished our MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing! The children were great! We
are so proud of them!! They know what to do by now, take the tests seriously, and try their best. ThatOsll that we

ever ask! Thank you parents for ensuring that they arrive at school on time and that theyOe eaten a good
breakfast! Results will be shared with you at our October Parent/Teacher conferences!

Dedra Raines - Principal

Pleasant Hill T-shirts

Order forms for PH t-shirts went
out last week. There is an order
form hanging on the office window
that shows the colors. Orders
need to be back by Sept. 19. NO
LATE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.
Items cannot be returned because
of incorrect sizing.

School Dismissal Early Friday,
Sept. 19

On Friday, September 19, the SHS
Homecoming Parade will begin at
2:30 p.m. Secondary schools will

dismiss at 12 noon and elementary

schools will dismiss at 1 p.m.
Parents need to make sure the
school is aware of any change in
routine of their child's normal
school day departure.

SHS Home Football Game Tonight
Reminder to elementary students:

NO outside footballs, soccer balls,
games, etc are allowed in the
stadium.

Message from our Superintendent

As | am sure you are all aware the economy has not been what we
might call "robust." State revenues are not what they have been and state
agencies are being asked to cut their budgets by 2%. Schools have not been
asked to do that yet. However, | am not expecting to see the sort of state aid
we have seen the past four years as a result of the court case.

As you know our fixed costs have gone up along with everyone else's.
Last year we spent over $200,000 more on gas and diesel fuel than the year
before. We will spend even more this year. We need to look closely at our
transportation costs, including but not limited to field trips, and make sure they
are educationally sound and as close to the school as possible. One bus trip to
Lawrence and back costs approximately $250. If we can find the same type of
trip within Shawnee County it can save us up to $200. Out of state trips can be
replaced with trips to Washburn or KU/KSU when possible. Athletic teams can
double up boys and girls when possible and not schedule "C" team games out
of the county. We all need to try to look around and find other alternatives that
may be more cost effective whenever school transportation is involved.

We also need to pay attention to our energy consumption. You would
be amazed at what we spend on utilities each year. Last year we spent
$620,000 on electricity and natural gas. That is $51, 667 a month!!! We are
expecting a 15%-17% increase in electricity this year and 5% to 7% increase in
natural gas. That is about $12,400 a month! So we need to do everything we
can to conserve energy. Just little things like closing classroom doors so we
aren't heating/cooling the hallway or making sure lights are off when no one is
in the room can make a huge difference. Raising the temperature by one
degree reduces AC costs by about 8% and each degree beyond that saves an
additional 8%. In the winter each degree lower the thermostat is set saves
about 6% in heating costs.

We are in very good shape financially. But | believe it is important that
we each do our part to conserve energy and at the same time save taxpayer
dollars. We need to be comfortable in our classrooms and we need to continue
to take students on field trips and other events. We just need to re-think some
of the things we are doing to see if there might be a less expensive alternative
out there. | know most of us are doing that in our everyday lives at home and
we need to do the same at school. Thanks for your help and understanding
with this. -Mike Mathes Ed. S.




Sept. 15

No School
Staff Development

16

Picture Day!!!

Bring Your Smiles!!

Cheeseburger

17

NO WALK and TALK

Corn Dog

18

* First Day for 5" Grade
Band B M@ry RunO

* PH Bus Evac. Drills 9 a.m.
* 4™ Grade to Water Park

Turkey/Cheese Wrap

19

Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.

Homecoming Parade B
2:30 p.m.

TonyO$epperoni Pizza

Elementary Band Information
Attention Beginning Band Members & Families! The location of this year® beginning band class
has CHANGED. This year, beginning band will be held in the BAND ROOM at SEAMAN HIGH
SCHOOL. Enrollment for beginning band has surpassed what the facilities at Seaman Middle
School will handle, which is why we have moved our Tuesday/Thursday morning rehearsals to SHS.
Band members that ride the bus to band won®need to change anything (other than getting off at
SHS), but band members that are being driven to school will need to be dropped off at SHS at the
front door to the new Freshman Center (by the circle drive). Please direct questions to your music

teacher or Mr. Simpson at Seaman Middle School.

BIG NEWS - Beginning Band (5th grade) is having their first meeting on Thursday, September

18th. This will be a Dry Run where parents and students can see how the bussing works,

which door to go in, and what to expect from Mr. Simpson and the other band teachers.

The first day for 6" grade band will be Monday, September 22",

No School
Monday, Sept. 15

Flyers in the officeE

¥ Y Basketball DK-6" grade
boys and girls

¥ Girl Scouts

¥ Boy Scouts

Candidate Forum

SHS will be the sight of a candidate forumon Oct. 6 at
7:00 pm. in the auditorium that will be hosted by NEA-
Seaman. Attending will be the following:

* Laura Kelly and Jim Zeller - Senate District #18
* Sean Gatewood & Cheryl Reynolds - House District #57

* Rocky Fund - House District #50 (unopposed)

* Mike Burgess - House District #51 (unopposed)

* Carolyn Campbell and Robert Meissner - Kansas
Board of Education

Student Council officers will be joining us in the selection
of questions for the candidates and will also be assisting
with the evening.
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Sept. 23 BDBook Mobile

PTO 7 p.m.
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distribution, dispersing,

If you®@e one of those that looks aheadE
Sept. 22 D First day for Elem. Band & Orchestra

Sept. 22 b Skating Party Grades K-3 (6-8 p.m.)
Sept. 23 B Site Council 6 p.m.

Sept. 26 B Begin Fall Fundraiser



